


Annie Hsiao-Wen Wang‘s Origins:  Leaving Reason, Gaining Insight. 

by Zheng Fang-He, Art Critic (translated by Angel and Jacob) 

  

Annie is a profound and deeply introspective artist who produces work free from narrative, 

realism, and critical analysis. Annie gives us a vision. A vision, hazy and immense, pulled from 

deep within herself. Her work is abstract and ephemeral, and yet, it conveys a feeling both 

familiar and eternal. 

Annie's unique aesthetic is created through an easy tension between a soft smokey atmosphere 

and the presence of a light that, while obscured, is emerging from the within the work. The result 

is a mood of both great mystery and depth. Furthermore, as the light emerges, it produces a 

natural gradation of colour that is rich in movement and life. Shapes appear which are beyond 

the descriptive capabilities of Western geometry. These shapes merge with one another before 

disappearing from the mind's eye. It produces within the viewer an experience of the form 

without form, the nothing that contains everything. 

Born in Taipei, Taiwan, in 1979, Annie and her parents emigrated to Australia when she was 11 

years old. She completed a double degree in Physics and Mechanical Engineering at the 

University of Western Australia. After working as an engineer for six years, she grew weary and 

dissatisfied with the logical and precise thinking found within scientific disciplines and returned 

to the artistic pursuits she had abandoned upon entering university. She received her Bachelor 

in Contemporary Art from Edith Cowan University as well as studying holistic counselling, 

obtaining her counsellor's license. 

It was the work and words of Kandinsky that truly acted as a catalyst for Annie's transformation 

into an artist. Kandinsky famously said, "The true work of art is born from the artist: a 

mysterious, enigmatic, and mystical creation…animated with a spiritual breath, the living subject 

of a real existence of being." After Annie found Kandinsky, it was as though a seed, planted in 

her mind long ago, had begun to bloom. 

As Annie's artistic and spiritual development continued, she lost interest in form and shape and 

began to focus on colour and space instead. Her paintings may initially appear random, but they 

are anything but. They are created through a lengthy process of layering paint and glazing that 

mirrors Annie's long voyage of inner exploration. At the end of these journeys, Annie has peeled 



back the initial layers of passionate creativity to show the heart that beats at the centre of 

inspiration. What she reveals is a vision of light and space, exquisite and vast, chaotic and yet in 

perfect order. 

Annie's personal philosophy is rooted in the ideas which underly Eastern meditation practice, a 

central tenet of which is the belief in the intuitive experience of the immeasurable. This type of 

philosophy is in direct opposition to the West's more mechanical modes of thought that Annie 

has spent so long studying. Indeed, within her work you find an artist that is freeing herself from 

the binds of materialistic thought in order to embrace a philosophy based on intuition and 

mindfulness. It is here where we find the work's great appeal to the contemporary viewer; it 

produces a sense of vitality and divine mystery that our daily lives sorely need. Her paintings act 

as gateways through which we can leave the constraints of materialism and rational thought and 

return to the true self, from which we can never be split. Indeed, she produces within the viewer 

a metaphysical state, free of life's burdens, and distinctly rejuvenating. This palliative effect of 

Annie's work is perhaps a result of her training as an art therapist.  

In recent years, Annie's work has begun to receive its due. In 2009, she won the Judges 

Commendation Award for the City of Joondalup Invitation Art Award. In 2010, she won the High 

Commendation Award for the Cossack Art Award. In 2012, she won the Highly Commended 

Award for the Wilson Visual Art Award. In addition to painting, Annie is also an installation artist 

and photographer. Her work has been exhibited and collected in the United States, Hong Kong, 

China, Taiwan and Australia. These awards and exhibitions reflect the great promise evident in 

Annie's work. More importantly though, after all the awards and applause, Annie continues to 

seek out and embrace the sound of the silence within.  

Though young in age, Annie is an old soul, capable of understanding the subtle contradictions 

within Eastern philosophy. As Lao-Tzu said, "Each separate being in the universe, returns to the 

common source, returning to the source is serenity." Annie's work is inextricably interwoven with 

this profound precept. It seeks a way back to the source with a serenity that appreciates the 

metaphysical without defining it, embraces the infinite with neither pretension nor expectation. 

Annie Hsiao-Wen Wang‘s current exhibition, Origins, is one beautiful step on her path towards 

her representing, and ultimately understanding, the eternal essence within us all. 
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